FORM FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

BY A LICENSED EUCHARISTIC VISITOR

Sending Forth 
During a regular parish Eucharist, before or after the Post-Communion Prayer, the eucharistic visitor(s) come(s) forward.  The celebrant or deacon gives the Sacrament to the eucharistic visitor(s) saying:

celebrant
Go forth in the name of Christ to share this Eucharist with our absent sister(s), N./brother(s), N.

(optional addition: 
May this Sacrament bring to him/her/them the power of Christ's presence. 

and/or:
And may you who bear the Sacrament be guided in your mission by the Holy Spirit.)

The eucharistic visitor(s) depart either immediately or after the Dismissal.

Ministration of Communion from the Parish Eucharist

This form, adapted from Communion under Special Circumstances (Book of Common Prayer, p. 396 ff.) is intended for use with those who for reasonable cause cannot be present at a public celebration of the Eucharist, and is to be used only by licensed eucharistic visitors and immediately following the principal Eucharist on Sunday or other principal celebrations.

When a parishioner is unable to be present in the parish for extended periods, it is desirable that the priest arrange to celebrate the Eucharist with that person from time to time on a regular basis, using either the Proper of the Day or one of those appointed for Various Occasions.  If it is necessary to shorten the service, the priest may begin the celebration at the Offertory, but it is desirable that a passage from the Gospel first be read.

(
The eucharistic visitor begins by reading the Gospel of the Day, and may first say:

visitor
The Lord be with you.

answer
And also with you.


visitor
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to _________.


answer
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The eucharistic visitor may read one of the following passages instead of the Gospel of the Day:

At any time:

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.     John 3:16

or this

Jesus said, "I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."     John 6:35

or this

Jesus said, "I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.  For my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.  Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them."     John 6:51, 55-56

In Christmas season

The angel said to the shepherds:  "Do not be afraid; for, see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:  you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  Luke 2:10-14

In Easter season

Two of the disciples were talking with Jesus on the road to Emmaus, but they did not recognize him, and they said to him, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over."  So he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.  That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.  They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!"  Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.    Luke 24:29-31, 33-35
After the Gospel, the eucharistic visitor may say

visitor

The Gospel of the Lord

answer

Praise to you, Lord Christ.
In Advent and Lent introduce the reading as follows:


visitor
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.

In Advent

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.     Philippians 4:4-7

In Lent 

Have this mind among yourselves that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.     Philippians 2:5-11

In Advent and Lent the reading is concluded as follows:

visitor

The Word of the Lord

answer

Thanks be to God.

(
After the reading, suitable prayers of intercession may be offered, concluding with the following or some other Collect:

Almighty God, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood:  Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.

A Confession of Sin may follow:


Most merciful God,


we confess that we have sinned against you


in thought, word, and deed,


by what we have done,


and by what we have left undone.


We have not loved you with our whole heart;


we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.


We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.


For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,


have mercy on us and forgive us;


that we may delight in your will,


and walk in your ways,


to the glory of your Name.     Amen.

Eucharistic Visitor

May Almighty God in mercy receive our confession of sorrow and of faith, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.     Amen.

The Peace is then exchanged, the eucharistic visitor first saying

visitor
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

answer
And also with you.

The Lord's Prayer is then said, the eucharistic visitor first saying


Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us.


Our Father, who art in heaven,

   hallowed be thy Name,

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 


      on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, 


   as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,


   for ever and ever.  Amen.

(
The eucharistic visitor may say the following:


The Gifts of God for the People of God.

and may add


Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,


and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Sacrament is administered with the following words:


The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  Amen.
or


The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.  Amen.
One of the following post-communion prayers is then said.

Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of your beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we pray that it may bring us forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
or

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ in a wonderful Sacrament has left us a memorial of his passion:  Grant us so to venerate the sacred ministries of his Body and Blood, that we may ever perceive within ourselves the fruit of his redemption; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.

The eucharistic visitor then concludes with this Dismissal:

visitor
Let us bless the Lord.

answer
Thanks be to God.

Additional Directions

When the person being visited is weak, or when other circumstances suggest it, one of the passages of Scripture printed in this form, or some other passage of Scripture, may be used in place of the Gospel of the Day.

On Palm Sunday, the Gospel of the Palms should be read instead of the long Passion Gospel.  On the Day of Pentecost, the story from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-11) should be read in place of the Gospel.

If the person being visited is unable to make the usual responses, they are simply omitted.  When necessary, the eucharistic visitor says the Confession of Sin and the Lord's Prayer on the person's behalf.
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